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This General Order supersedes all prior rules,                                                                                             
regulations, policies and procedures, whether                                                                                                                             
oral, written or by previous practice. 

 
I. ACTIVITIES OF THE PATROL COMPONENT 

 
 A. PREVENTIVE PATROL 
 

Preventive Patrol is the most common form of police activity. Officers assigned to patrol perform many duties 
during their shift including answering calls for service, when possible creating business and citizen contacts 
for information sharing. Scan for crime problems and address them accordingly including responding to crime 
patterns, traffic enforcement etc. In order to be more effective while patrolling, officers should drive slowly 
enough to be aware of their surroundings. They should also avoid any non-work related distractions.  
 
1. Business contacts generated by entering Business Contact Cards (BCC) through FIC entries in MIS or 

the MDCs.  BCCs are intended as a method for the department to maintain a listing for business owners, 
managers, etc.  Entries provide both a point of contact for businesses in general, but also attempt to 
obtain after-hours numbers for POCs in case of a break-in or similar crime.  Vehicle information should 
be included for work vehicles or others that might be parked at business after hours.   New BCCs can be 
added as needed to update information.   

 
2. Checks on closed businesses or other locations by patrol officers should be documented by entering a 

Business Security Check (BSC) FIC type through the MDCs.  Information should be entered for the 
address and the date/time the officer made the check.  Name should be the business or owner’s name, 
if known.  Vehicle information may be added if applicable.  Narrative should include officer’s actions or 
anything to report.   

 
 B. RESPONSE FOR SERVICE 
 

Patrol crews are charged with responding to dispatched calls for police assistance, giving priority to emergency 
calls. (General Order 1.07-1 Communications) 

 
 C. INVESTIGATION OF CRIMES 
 

The preliminary investigation of a crime is the primary responsibility of a patrol officer. The patrol officer will 
pursue investigative information as thoroughly and expeditiously as possible as crime statistics indicate the 
chances of apprehending a perpetrator decreases as time passes. This includes recovering and processing 
all available evidence, such as interviews, witness statements, photographs, CSI requests, etc.  

 
 D. TRAFFIC DIRECTION AND CONTROL 
 
  Officers are responsible for the safe, expeditious movements of vehicular traffic along the roadways and for 

enforcing traffic laws and ordinances.  (General Order 1.02-1 Section P (traffic vests), 3.02-2 Traffic 
Enforcement and General Order 3.02-5 Traffic Crash Investigation) 
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POLICY STATEMENT 

 

The public perception of a Police Department is largely based upon the department’s uniformed presence. The 

uniformed patrol officer is whom the average citizen observes and uses to form a judgment of the department’s 

professionalism.  The Dayton Police Department’s Patrol Operations Division officers are on duty and visible to public 

scrutiny 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It is incumbent upon police officers in this assignment to be as 

professional as possible. The purpose of this policy is to outline the more important activities performed by uniformed 

patrol officers. 

 
Patrol officers should develop citizen and business contacts for information gathering and sharing as it relates to 
problems in their patrol area. Patrol officers often have unique information about the area that they patrol and should 
utilize problem solving to identify and address problems during their shift instead of waiting for someone to instruct 
them on how to deal with a problem.  










