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1. N‘ame

‘\

historic sou'm PARK HISTORIC DIS‘I‘RIC‘I‘ : s L

andlor common

2. Location

e street & nuﬁtber inner south Dayton ' S ) .—. not for publication
city, town Dayton _° ___ vicinity of
state ‘Ohio code (39 ’ county Montgomery code 113
3. Classification
Category " Ownership Status Present Use
X _district — public —X_occupled .- agriculture : — Mmuseum
- building(s) ___ private .~ ~ ——— unoccupied —~X. commercial X _ park .
- structure X both E .. Work in progress. —... educational - X private tesidence
—— slte Public Acquisition Accessible E —- entertainment X religious
— object — In process . —X- yes: restricted " e government — Scientific

—— being considered —- Yes: unrestricted —_. industrial - transportation
e NO v e~ milltary —- .- Other:

Owner of Property

name Multiple ownership

street & number

' city.town = . —-— vicinity of , state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Montgomexry County Recorders' Office . &

street&number 451 West Third Street

cny. iéwn “ ' Dayton o B ” state. Ohio 45402

6. Representatlon in E)ustmg Surveys AR
title Chio Historic Inventory: has this propeny been determined eligible? _y_ yesA - — le :
date 1978 . ' - ——-.tederal _x._ state ——county ____ local
depository for survey records Ohio Historical Society e R

clty, town columbus A ' state. ohjo 43211



; 7. Descrlptlon

Condmon SRR -~ Check one . Check one

—X_ excellent —~—_ deteriorated - ___. unaltered X.. original site
X_.goad . .« . _ruins’ " X~ altered - ——— moved = dYate

——falr ‘— unexposed - - S : ‘ S : o

lbascrlbo thc-prosont and original {it known) phynlcui appearance -

The SOUTH PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT cons;nts of 24 res;dentlal blocks dlrectly south of
‘the central business district of Dayton. It is one of the few good cohesive groups of
~ an_early. residential neighborhood remaining the city. Variety of building size, use,
style, and placement adds to the visual richness of the district. Enhancing the
- nineteenth century atmosphere are wrought iron fences and limestone hltchlng posts in.
‘ addltlon to a number of two story brick and wood carrlage houses. '

The nelghborhood is characterized by wide streets and large shade trees that practlcally
hide the houses from view in- the summer. The overall architectural :fieeling of ‘the '
district is one of predominantly folk-~type L-shaped. vernacular and cottage dwellings
with Gothic, Eastlake, or Queen Anne detaildng. A number of Victorian high styles
adds variety to the district. It is, and always has been, malnly residential with a
few of the houses being used for commercial purposes as well. The houses remain-
single family with some of the larger ones converted to multi-family units; a few

are currently empty and boarded. Only two intrusions exist, both small brick apartment
buildings. The district boundaries were defined to include the best of what was once

a much larger neighborhood and to hest reflect its dlst;nctxnve nxneteenth century
resxdentlal character. - : \

§§he majority of the buildings have remalned unchanged over the years, with a noticeable
~lack of vacant lots within the district. There are relatively few irreversible alteration:
" although some of the residences have been conciously “restored". For the most part, how-
ever, they have been sxmple maxntalned—-scme better than otherS*-51nce their construction.

styles are represented. Distances between houses and setbacks are uniform, with the
houses sitting close to each other and the street.| The onlu commerical strip lles in
.the two blocks on the eastern edge of the district along Wayne Avenue.

{Varlety is one of the district's most interesting attributes. A number of architectural

stated previously, the large number of fb@k-type vernacular and cottage dwellings
is its most striking visual characteristic, making up approximately 50% of the housing
‘fabric. The.folk-types are narrow L-shaped structures of brick or wood, two stories
in helght many with an Eastlake style porch in the recessed ell entrance. Windows ‘
are rectangular with' stone lintels and sills. = The cottage dwellings are very similar
except they are one to one and one half stories in height, many with a rounded or Gothic
shaped half story window in the facade gable end. Decorative detailing of a scroll
sawn end piece is sometimes used. One such cottage at 245 Morton is exceptional in
;ts elaborate and heavily decorative''Eastlake gable end piece. :

The Second Empire is also represented in 122 Perrine, 1113 wayne, and 809 Wayne. Brick
structures of two stories, they feature limestone foundations with a stone water table,
elongated windows capped by decorative segmental stone hood molds, bracketed boxed
cornices, and slate patterned roof with prominat wall dormers.

Brick 'Hign Victorian Italianate architecture (305 Hickory heing a representative example)
abounds with its irregular floor plans, segmental capped windows, and prominat
boxed and bracketed :cornices with narrow attic wzndows. Tall oorbelled brick

chimneys tower over complex roofs. . .

.
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Whlle 1t nelther includes the entire South Park nelqhborhood nor is as larqe as the
;.local district, the proposed district does encompass the best and most 1ntact sectxon
' ‘ofrSouth-Park. Having gone through a period of decline, the neighborhood is" R
”fcurrently ‘experiencing a new face lift as old time re51dents--and new resxdents-—"'
vfiagalng *discover the unlque chaacter that is South Park. ki ,
: SR e ke . ¢ . : R kE
5nn%xIn=recogn1tlon of ltS‘architectural‘and historical,siqnificance, SOUTH PARK HISTORIC
~. " DISTRICT deserves to be included in the National Register of Historic Places.
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Queen Annes feature both early and late characterxistics. A variety of shapes and
sizes, wood detailing and textures are all evident. Both in wood and brick construbtlon,
Queen Anne is found on such cottages as 338 Oak with its small turreted porch and on
larger residences of two and one half stories with acdiversity of window shapes, wall
‘surfaces, and decoratlve wooden detailing such as those found on 110 Perrlne.

‘Romanesque Rev1val is represented in the nelghborhood S two churchs 500 Hickoyy (c.1889)
and 243 Bonner and Oak (c.1886). Both are monolithic brick structures which feature

’ 3utt1ng wall planes, towers, .and aargeétalned glass window openlngs trlmmed in brick
soldier arches. o ~

Finally, the district contains approximately 10 structures which do not fiall into

the above categories. The district has one c. 1939 bungalow, beautifully preserved,
with Art Deco stained glass sidelights (334 Park) and one c. 1906 American four-square,
.a. domlnant brick house also in an excellent state of preservation (222° Park). - There
are also several early c, 1840 Federal style house, some with five bay facades, others
with three; transomed entrances, rectangular windows and galbled roofs. All are of brick
construction. : '

Only two structures detract from the integrity of the district. One is a single story
brick 4-unit apartment building on the northeast corner of Oak and Morton in the center
of the distrxict; the other is a narrow two story elderly housing building in the middle
of a block at 250 Park Drive. The boulevard on Park Drive, a lovely large area of
green space and still a focal point fox the neighborhood today, has 'a newly constructed
wooden gazebo .and a low stone wall with South Park's name and logo. Park Drive is
the main entrance into South Park and provides a pleasant visual backdrop for the
dlstrlct s notable archltecture.



8. Significance

'Porlb'gi- " Areas of Significance—Check and justify below I :

e prehlptotlc' -~ archeology-prehistoric ' _x..-.community planning ___ landscape architecture religion .
___.1400-1499 __._ archeology-historlc  '____ conservation _—tlaw .. ___ sclence
—1500~1599 . .___ agriculture ——economics - - ____literature - sculpture
—_1600-1699 _X_ architecture ——_. education — military | ¥— social/ |
17001799  __art . ___ engineering - music e humanitaris
X, 1800~1899  _X_ commerce .. ... exploration/settlement ___ philosophy ——— theater
A 1900- "~ — communications _X_. industry ' —— politics/government ~ ___ transportat
B ’ T . . ’ . L . — other (spec

... . Invention

Builder/Architect

Spoclﬁi: dates

R

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The "SOUTH PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT in Dayton is significant for both historical and
architectural reasons. 'This 24 block area which contains the best of what was once
a much largerneighborhood constitutes an excellent grouping of both vernacular and
high style residences which date roughly from the 1880's to the early twentieth
‘century. The district derives its major significance from its historical eonnection
with ‘John H. Patterson, the founder of the National Cash Register Company, who made
the development of South Park his personal concern. o, .
. ‘ 1 p,'l-'? 2! EAT'Y N [/\)5/75’.-‘ ' . ‘
Platted in the mid-1800's, the,area which would . later become South Park was originall
called “Slidertown". Ironically, it was named after-an early, and othexwise, unre-
membered ‘Dayton minister, the Reverend Slider. During the 1880's in,Dayton; it was
commonly said that "everything bad in town slid down to Slidertown". Histories descr
Slidertown as a collection of shacks and ramshackle houses in open areas reaching
from Main to Brown streets and south from Wyoming Street. R

The transformation of South Park began in the mid-1880's with the coming of the
National Cash Register Company. It was in 1884 that National Cash Register Company

founder ‘and industrial pioneer, John H. Patterson, located NCR's first factory

‘complex ‘and headquarters on South Main Street. Few individuals and institutions

. have had-such a far ranging influence on business and industry as John H. Patterson
‘and his'Natiopal Cash Register Company.(his homestead, Rubicon Farm, located just
south of ‘the proposed district, was listed on the National Register in 1978). ' NCR
itself’was something new in the way of American factories. 'As a means for improving
working conditons, Patterson insisted that the walls be 80 percent glass but they soor
became a target of rock-throwing Sliderxtown boys:who could resist the inviting expanse
of glass. Patterson had already ordered the grounds around NCR beautified by a firm
of landscape engineers. He thep,toek a look at his broken windows and the neighbor-
hood boys and decided to broaden his beautification plan to include the entire South
Park neighborhood. He gave the youngsters plots of ground, seeds, and tools and engac
a gardener as an instructor. Prizes were offered to the best gardens and later to
home owners in the neighborhood who had the best landscaped yaxds. These yard com- .
petitions helped weld South Park community spirit, and the area grew and developed
into a pleasant and desirable residential neighborhood. Thés transformation has
always been credited to Pattergon and his NCR as stated in History of the City of
Dayton and Montgomery County by Rev. Drury, " Then there are the unmatched Cash

. Register works under the influence of which Slidertown has been transormed into

South Park" (p.212). Patterson himslef is credited with suggesting the name change
from Slidertown to South Park.

(continued)
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Many of the original residents of Slidertown (74% of whom were German born or of .

" German parents) stayed on aftexr the area became South Park, men who were stonecutters,
.. shoemakers, cabinet makders, brick molders and makers, tailors, and gardencrs; men,

. who along with their families, built a number of the cottages located througout the

- proposed district. Such was the case with Mr. G. Weihner, a carpenter, who lived

at 227 Oak Street; Mr. J. Gerster, a machinist, who lived at 24 Johnson Street; -and

Mr. Joseph Brunner, a barber, who lived at 43 Bonner Street. Naturally, because of
‘its close. proximity to NCR, a good number of NCR manaqgers, salesmen, and factory worker
‘moved into the neighborhood. It was generally the managers and salesmen who built
the Queen Annes, Eastlakes, and High Victorian Italianates which consequently gave

the neighborhood its archltectural mixture. James McTaqgert, who lived at 222 Park,

was one such man. At NCR, it was his sole responsibility to execute and cast the
Tiffany designed cash reyisters, a skill he was highly prized for.

. - . }

‘More cottayes, some with intricate woodwork and detailing, were built to accomedate

the influx of NCR workers. Among others, NCR workers inaluded Mr. Schmeiding (249
Morton Street), a clexrk; Mrs. Jesse Switzer (41 Perrine Street) and Harry T. Guion

(320 Park Drive), both stenoqraphers, and Mrs. Sarah Warrick's son (309 Hickory Street),
a worker. Other businessmen ho found South Park to be a desxrable neighborhood also
built in the area, locating their businesses/residences along Wayne Avenue on the .
. eastern edge of the proposed district. Anthony Hautman (823-825 Wayne), a grocer,

"~ was typical of those men who lived with their families over their first floogpusinesses.

By the early 1900's, South Park was a cohesive, well groomed neighborhood of working
men from all social and economic levels. The "Cash" continued to have its influence

“on the nieghborhood as Patterson became a pioneer in the industrial welfare movement.

Faced with a high turnover of employees in an industry where skills and accuracy
were at a premuim, he started a welfare program on a scale unprecendented in American
business and industry. Beginning with hot meails and free coffee, he soon began to
offer health care, education, renreation rooms, company banquets-and picnis, and a

- varitey of other activities for his employees and their families. The boulevard

"along Park Prive at the southern edge of the district was the site of many of those
activities. Eventually the neighborhood'was to ‘experience a period of decline as the
automobile became a common mode of transportation and the NCR workers moved farther
south of town. '

Architecturally, South Park, one of Dayton's pldest neighborhoods and its newest

local historic district, constitutes one of the finest collections of vernacular

and high style ‘architecture in the city. Historically, and more importantly,

is the district's association with John H. Patterson. The neighborhood was home ‘
to a majority. of NCR's workers and south Dayton's businessmen in the late nincteenth/
early twentieth century and is the last physical reminder of Patterson's tommittment
to his workers since the original "glass" factory buildings of the NCR complex have
now been demolished.

‘(continded),.
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STRUCTRICY PRESENT CONDITION

while lieie are two structures which .are classified as intrusions-=thal i, Lhey are of
modera ‘constynction--the district does encompass a number of non-conbributing structures.
A contyibuting structure (of which thereé are 254) is a structare which in complately
nrchalnclurully intact: it has experienced no alterabtions whalsoover.  Convernely, a

nom=cont ributing skracture 1s one which, while conforming in neale,

acger \, atyle, "and

history with the Jdistrict, 5 been altered in some deqrec. Tn Lheir present condition,
Lhese structures are r:()n.r-:ir’lered non-contributing. Hownver, of the 268 some such

struciires, 64 are easily reversible by the simple roplacement of

wrought iron porch

posts with wooden posits; the remaindexr (208) also hold exenllent potential Ffor rehab,

the existence of artifical siding being thé only alteration (trim
structures have been sandblasted and only three have nxpon1nn(m1‘

(This infermation was gathered from a recently completed CONDITTON

i intact). No
hanqo: in Fonnftratlonq

EVALUATION conducted

by the Montqgomery County lNirtorical Society for the City ol hayton of the city's

N

historic districts of which South Parxk is one.)

ROUNDARY HISTTIICATTON

Although it neither includes the entire original Sourh Pavk neigilo
as the Jocal district, Lhe proposed district boundaries A encompa
intact section of fSouth Park. The boundaries ware dolined o dncl
wns .once a much loarger neighiborhood and Lo best réflleci. 1 stisilin
century residential character. The proposed district 1o o qood o
structares which have oxpericonced either no alteration ab alt or o
(2 surprising amoownt of which ics nasily reversible) and Lypri e
PatLerson. created. Oulside thesze proposed boundaries are heaviiy
tha-north, sonth, and west as well as a significant number of cmyp
of the rastern boundary is an almost romp1o1o1y moderin coamereial
Avenne. Only Lhe two hlocks along Wayne which areginciuded within
remaine as oviginal to the district.  Therefore, thed prepased Magio

rhood nor is .as larqge
s the best aned most
wie the best of what
1 iue ninacteenth
hesive amit of

ory Tiltle alteralion

he neioghborhood John 1.
altered structures to

v 1o, To the oulside
SHrip along Wayne

the croponad boundarices

nal Begister houndarie:

. Tor thin district best exemplify South Park as Pattaersen envisioned and knew it.
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UTM References:

I 16/741880/4403840 SR 3 - 16/741820/4403800

K 16/741940/4403660 1 16/741990/4403700

.M 16/74204/4403660. N 16/741990/4403600

Verbal Boundéry Description: Startinng1th the southern boundary line at the''SE

“interest in his workers.

Fa L

5

corner-of Caleb Place and Park Drive, go W 2000', then N 500', E 200', N 1300', E 400',
S 100'; E 100', S 100', E 600', N.300', E.500'% S 200', ‘E 200", s 300', #‘?&O',‘ '
S 600', B=29', Sal00', W 200°', 600), =#€0', S 200', E 100', S 300'.to the
point of beginning. ' : , -

tion: Thnse




Ohio Historic Preservation Office

1885 Velma Avenue
Columbus. Ohio 43211 Q
614/466-1500 v

OHIO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

SINCE 1885
September 18, 1984 ‘

Mayor James H. McGee
Municlpal Bullding
P.0O. Box 22 :
Dayton, OH 45401

' Dear Mayor McGee:

This Is to Inform you that the South Park Historic District, has
been entered In the Natlional Register of Historlc Places by the
National Park Service, United States Department of the Interior.

The nomination was made In connection with a state plan to identlify
and document prehistoric and historlc places In Ohio which quallfy
for Natlonal Reglister status under provisions of the Natlional
Historic Preservatlon Act of 1966. All nominations are approved by
the Ohlo Historic Site Preservation Advisory Board.

Enclosed 1s Informatlon explaining the purposes and goals of the
Natlonal Reglister of Historic Places.

Sincerely,
w‘ ﬁ#
W. Ray Luce

State Histortlc Preéervaflon Officer

WRL:rs
Enclosure

X.c: MVYRPC
Senator Neal F. Zimmers, Jr.
Representative Edward J. Oriett
Mary Ann Brown, RCO
Mayor



